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Annual  Report 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 

for  1909. 


To  THE  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Urban  District  Council  of 
Weston-s  uper-Mare. 

Gentekmkn, 

It  devolves  on  me  to  submit  to  you  my  Report 
for  the  past  year  1909,  and  to  lay  before  you  the 
usual  tables  of  vital  statistics,  &c. 

From  the  Registrar’s  returns  I  find  that  during 
the  year  1909  371  Births  (191  Males  and  180 
Females)  were  registered  in  the  district,  giving  a 
rate  of  15*78  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population 
— viz.,  23,500.  The  Births  for  1908  numbered 
382,  showing  a  decrease  of  ii  in  1909. 

The  Deaths  during  the  same  period  {1909) 
number  276  (134  Males  and  142  Females),  giving 
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a  death  rate  of  11.74  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
population — viz.,  23,500.  The  Deaths  for  1908 
numbered  301,  showing  a  decrease  of  25  in  1909. 

The  Deaths  of  persons  aged  65  years  and  up¬ 
wards  number  124 — viz.,  17  between  65  and  70, 
66  between  70  and  80,  34  between  80  and  90,  and 
7  between  90  and  100,  giving  an  average  of  77 
years. 

The  Deaths  registered  from  the  principal 
Zymotic  Diseases  number  12,  as  against  6  for  1908 
— viz.,  10  from  Diphtheria  and  2  from  Diarrhoea, 
and  give  a  rate  of  ‘51  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 
population. 

The  Deaths  occurred  in  the  Wards  as  follows  : — 


Census  1901. 

Ward.  Population.  Deaths.  Rate  per  1000. 

West .  6,056  . .  60  . .  9'9 

South  ....  6,343  . .  108  . .  17*00 

East .  7,446  . .  108  . .  14*5 


19,845  276 

The  list  of  Deaths  includes  25  amongst  visitors, 
16  in  the  General  Hospital, 6  in  the  Statutory  Hospi¬ 
tal,  3  in  the  Royal  Sanatorium,  and  17  requiring 
the  Coroner's  inquisition. 

Deducting  the  Deaths  of  Visitors — viz.,  25 — 
from  the  total  deaths  (276),  we  arrive  at  the  true 
rate  of  mortality — viz.,  10 *6  per  1,000  of  the 
population  proper. 
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The  following  tables  show  the  number  of  deaths 
from  all  causes,  and  those  from  the  seven  principal 
Zymotic  Diseases  for  the  past  ten  years  : — 

1900  1901 1902  1903  1904  1905  1906  1907  1908  1909 

289  267  272  215  287  306  275  308  301  276 

Deaths  from  the  seven  principal  Zymotic  Diseases  : 

16  13  22  10  19  15  12  17  6  12 

During  the  year  113  notifications  of  Infectious 
Diseases  were  received,  as  against  139  for  1908,  of 
which  70  were  of  Diphtheria,  35  of  Scarlatina,  2  of 
Enteric  Fever,  and  6  of  Erysipelas. 

Small-Pox. — No  case  was  notified  in  the 
district. 

Diphtheria. — Seventy  cases  were  notified, 
as  against  ninety-five  for  1908 — 37  in  the  first,  23 
in  the  second,  7  in  the  third,  and  3  in  the  fourth 
quarters  respectively  ;  42  cases  were  removed  to 
the  Isolation  Hospital.  The  cases  again  chiefly 
occurred  in  the  South  Ward,  and  the  slight 
epidemic  of  the  previous  year  (1908)  continued  into 
the  first  and  second  quarters  of  1909.  The  Elemen¬ 
tary  School  chiefly  concerned  in  the  outbreak  was 
thoroughly  examined  and  disinfected,  and  such 
defects  as  were  discovered  forthwith  remedied. 
So  far  as  the  epidemic  was  concerned,  it  could  not 
be  traced  to  any  drainage  defects,  although  in 
some  cases  defective  sanitary  arrangements  might 
probably  have  predisposed  persons  to  infection  ; 
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but  the  majority  of  the  cases  were  attributable 
to  carrier  cases  attending  schools. 

With  a  view  of  preventing  the  spread  of  in¬ 
fection,  specimens  were  freely  taken  for  bacterio¬ 
logical  culture  examination  from  all  children  having 
been  in  contact  with  an  affected  case  in  the  home, 
and  the  results  obtained  more  than  justified  this 
precautionary  measure.  In  three  of  the  infected 
houses,  seven  carrier  cases  were  discovered,  and 
some  of  these  continued  to  give  positive  results  for 
upwards  of  six  months. 

Scarlatina. — Thirty-five  cases  were  notified 
as  against  34  for  1908 — 13  in  the  firsts  7  in  the 
second,  7  in  the  third,  and  8  in  the  fourth  quarter 
respectively.  28  of  the  cases  were  admitted  to 
the  Isolation  Hospital.  No  death  is  due  to  this 
cause.  The  form  was  generally  of  a  mild  type. 
Every  precaution  was  taken  to  prevent  the  spread 
of  infection.  I  may  add  that  some  of  the  cases 
were  imported  into  the  town. 

Enteric  Fever.  —  Two  cases  only  were 
notified,  and  both  occurred  in  the  fourth  quarter. 
One  of  the  cases  was  clearly  traceable  to  importa¬ 
tion  from  the  adjoining  rural  district,  whilst 
the  other  was  coincident  with  the  epidemic  in  the 
above-named  district. 

No  death  is  due  to  this  disease. 

Measles  were  not  prevalent  during  the  year, 
and  the  few  cases  that  came  under  my  notice  were 
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of  a  mild  type.  This  complaint  is  not  notifiable 
in  the  district.  No  death  was  due  to  this  cause. 

Diarrhoea. — Two  deaths  only  are  returned 
from  this  cause,  in  children  under  one  year  of  age- 

Whooping  Cough. — Very  few  cases  came 
under  my  notice,  and  no  death  is  returned  from 
this  complaint. 

Abattoirs. — In  my  last  four  annual  reports  I 
wrote  so  fully  on  the  insanitary  conditions  of  the 
Abattoirs,  and  the  necessity  for  their  removal,  that 
it  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  repeat  my  contentions 
on  the  subject ;  but  I  may  add  that  Dr.  Savage, 
the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  has  inspected 
the  Abattoirs,  and  the  Isolation  Hospital  adjoining, 
and  concurs  with  me  that  it  is  highly  desirable 
that  the  two  should  not  remain  in  close  proximity 
to  each  other. 

Isolation  Hospital.  —  This  institution  has 
continued  to  prove  a  most  valuable  acquisition  to 
the  town,  no  less  than  70  cases  having  been 
admitted  during  the  past  year — viz.,  42  of 
Diphtheria,  and  28  of  Scarlatina.  But,  as  I  have 
before  suggested,  an  observation  block,  and  one 
for  enteric  fever,  are  wanted,  to  complete  our 
requirements  for  infectious  diseases. 

I  can  only  repeat,  as  I  have  on  other  occasions, 
that  the  Matron  and  the  Nursing  Staff  have 
performed  their  various  duties  in  a  satisfactory 
manner. 
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The  Cemetery. — I  have  in  previous  reports 
mentioned  the  necessity  of  providing  a  fresh  site 
for  the  burial  of  the  dead,  and  I  regret  that  you 
have,  so  far,  failed  in  your  efforts  to  obtain  a 
suitable  plot  of  land  for  such  purpose.  The 
principal  difficulty,  I  know,  is  that  to  get  land  with 
natural  facilities  for  subsoil  drainage,  but  suffici¬ 
ently  far  removed  from  our  water-shed,  and  still 
within  a  reasonable  distance  from  the  town,  limits 
considerably  the  choice  of  a  site.  I  therefore 
venture  to  hope  that  with  the  growing  urgency  of 
the  question  you  will  be  successful  in  securing  an 
eligible  site. 

The  Factory  and  Workshop  Act: 
Bakc'-houscs.  —  All  the  Bake-houses  have 
received  the  usual  attention,  and  were  generally 
found  in  a  satisfactory  condition.  The  statutory 
lime  -  washing  and  cleansing  were  carried  out 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  above 
Act. 

As  in  previous  years,  all  Workshops  within  the 
district  have  been  periodically  inspected,  and  the 
register  kept  as  usual.  Cards  are  provided  by 
your  Council  to  each  occupier,  free  of  charge,  with 
the  legal  number  of  persons  allowed  to  occupy  the 
various  rooms  legibly  entered  thereon.  All  the 
premises  of  the  home-workers  were  duly  inspected, 
and  in  no  instance  was  a  case  of  infectious  disease 
notified  therefrom. 
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Disposal  of  House  Refuse.  —  In  my 

previous  annual  reports  I  have  strongly  advised 
you  as  to  the  urgency  of  providing  a  Refuse 
Destructor  for  your  town.  I  feel  so  strongly  on  this 
matter  that  as  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health  I 
should  not  be  doing  my  duty  did  I  neglect  to 
bring  this  subject  again  to  your  notice.  I  may 
state  that  three  or  four  cases  of  diphtheria  were  no¬ 
tified  to  me  from  the  Pottery  Cottages,  which  are 
in  close  proximity  to  your  refuse  tip,  and  I  could  in 
no  way  trace  their  origin  otherwise  than  to  the 
flies  from  the  adjacent  tip.  I  am  of  opinion  that 
flies  disseminate  disease  more  than  is  generally 
supposed,  as  was  proved  regarding  typhoid  in  the 
South  African  campaign. 

Diseased  and  Unsound  Meat.  —  During 
the  year  I  periodically  inspected  the  carcases,  &c., 
at  the  slaughter-houses,  and  also  the  shops  of  the 
purveyors  of  meat  and  other  foods,  and  at  the 
request  of  the  Inspector  I  examined  a  number  of 
diseased  carcases,  as  well  as  pieces  of  meat  seized 
by  him  showing  signs  of  putrefactive  changes,  and 
every  case  had  my  concurrence.  As  the  Local 
Government  Board  this  year  desires  me  to  inform 
them  precisely  what  arrangements  are  made  by 
your  Council  for  the  inspection  of  meat  in  the 
district,  the  following  are  particulars  under  the 
respective  heads  : — 

I. — There  are  nine  private  slaughter-houses  in 
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the  district,  one  of  which  is  situate  at  Milton, 
whilst  the  remaining  eight  are  within  the  same 
enclosure  as  the  public  abattoir,  and  are  as  easy  of 
access  as  the  latter  ;  the  Inspector  possessing  a 
‘'master  key/' 

II.  — The  one  public  and  the  eight  private 
slaughter-houses  are  inspected  regularly  during 
the  times  of  slaughtering,  the  inspector  receiving 
material  assistance  from  a  vigilant  caretaker 
living  on  the  premises,  who  is  in  telephonic  com¬ 
munication  with  him,  and  any  abnormalities  or 
other  signs  are  instantly  reported.  The  Milton 
private  slaughter-house  is  also  periodically  in¬ 
spected. 

III.  — The  Sanitary  Inspector  has  a  special 
qualifying  certificate,  granted  by  the  Royal 
Sanitary  Institute  in  meat  and  other  foods. 

IV.  — Detailed  particulars  of  the  number  of 
carcases  and  parts  of  carcases  destroyed  which 
were  found  to  be  tuberculous  are  included  in  the 
Inspector's  report,  appended. 

Houses  Unfit  for  Habitation. — Under 
this  head  three  houses  were  provisionally  closed  on 
account  of  their  structural  defects,  insanitary 
condition,  and  overcrowding.  The  houses  are 
still  unoccupied,  and  in  my  opinion  will  need  re¬ 
construction  in  order  to  make  them  habitable. 

Water  Supply.  —  The  excellence  of  your 
abundant  and  constant  water  supply  continues  to 
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give  satisfactory  results  on  analysis,  so  far  as  the 
total  absence  of  organic  matter  is  concerned. 

New  Houses.  —  I  may  mention  that  the 
number  of  new  houses  erected,  certified  and 
occupied  during  the  year  is  134,  which  shows  the 
rapid  growth  of  the  town. 

Public  Works. — Sewerage  works  must  again 
have  the  most  prominent  place  for  the  past  year. 
The  surface  water  scheme  of  drainage  which  has 
been  in  hand  by  your  Engineer  and 
Surveyor  for  some  time  past,  and  is  in¬ 
tended  to  extend  from  the  Marine  Parade 
near  Knightstone  to  the  Cemetery,  is  progressing 
rapidly,  and,  when  completed,  should  prove  a 
decided  advantage  to  the  town,  relieving,  as  it  will 
considerably,  the  volume  of  sewage  in  the  sewers, 
and  obviating  the  possibility  of  flooding  during 
times  of  heavy  rainfall.  The  necessity  of  increas¬ 
ing  the  systematic  cleansing  and  flushing  of  the 
sewage  sewers  when  the  above  scheme  is  completed, 
in  order  to  reduce  the  usual  putrefactive  changes 
which  are  inseparable  from  undiluted  sewage, 
should  not  be  lost  sight  of. 

I  feel  that  I  must  again  congratulate  you  on  the 
measures  you  have  taken  in  regard  to  the  abolition 
of  the  dust  nuisance  by  tar  spra)dng  your  roads, 
and  at  the  same  time  economising  the  consumption 
of  water.  Without  a  doubt,  these  operations  must 
affect  to  a  marked  extent  the  health  of  the  in- 
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habitants,  by  reducing  the  means  of  transmission 
and  retention  of  the  pathogenic  and  putrefactive 
bacteria  associated  with  the  surface  of  roads,  the 
application  of  hot  tar  not  only  acting  as  a  dust 
palliative,  but  an  antiseptic  as  well. 

It  is  also  pleasing  to  note  that  the  older  sewers 
in  the  town  are  being  systematically  replaced  by 
new  and  absolutely  watertight  sewers,  with  even 
and  self-cleansing  gradients. 

The  details  of  registration  and  nuisances  dis¬ 
covered  appear  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector's  report, 
attached. 

The  Tables  i,  3,  4,  5,  which  I  append,  are 
tabulated  statements  of  the  deaths,  classified 
according  to  diseases,  ages,  and  localities. 

In  conclusion,  I  may  add  that,  as  in  former 
years,  a  systematic  inspection  of  the  district  has 
been  made,  as  time  permitted,  and  all  insanitary 
conditions  and  ordinary  nuisances,  as  soon  as  they 
were  discovered,  received  immediate  attention, 
whilst  those  localities  in  which  Zymotic  Diseases 
appeared  were  specially  and  carefully  watched, 
and  their  hygienic  requirements  attended  to. 

I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

CHAS.  VERNON  HITCHINS, 

Medical  Officer  <yf  Health. 


Wyndham  Villa, 

February  9th,  1910. 
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Vital  Statistics  of  whole  District  during  1909  and  previous  years. 
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TABLE  III 


Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  Notified  during  the  Year  1909  in  the 
Weston-super-Mare  Urban  District. 


Notifiable 

Disease. 

Cases  Notified  in  whole 
District  (H). 
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H — Isolation  Hospital,  Drove  Road,  Weston-super-Mare, 
Total  available  beds — 40. 

Number  of  Diseases  that  can  be  concurrently  treated,  2. 
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Causes  of,  and  Ages  at, 
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9th  February,  1910.  CHAS.  VERNON  HITCHINS,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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District  (or  sub-division)  of  Weston-super-Mare.  Population,  estimated  to  middle  of  1909,  23,500. 

Births  in  the  year — legitimate,  362  ;  illegitimate,  9.  Deaths  from  all  causes  at  all  ages,  276. 

Deaths  in  the  year — legitimate  infants,  19  ;  illegitimate  infants,  nil. 


I. 

Institutions  within  the 
District  receiving  sick  and 
infirm  persons  from  outeide 
the  District. 

II. 

Institutions  outside  the 
District  receiving  sick  and 
infirm  persons  from  the 
District. 

III. 

Other  Institutions,  the 
deaths  in  which  have  been 
distributed  among  the 
several  localities  in  the 
District. 

General  Hospital. 

Royal  West  of 
England  Sanatorium. 

Children’s 

Convalescent  Home. 

Axbridge  Union 
Workhouse. 

Nil. 

Statutory  Hospital. 


Statement  of  Patients  admitted  to  Hospital 
during  the  gear  1909. 


In  Hospital,  December  31st,  1908  ... 

Admitted  during"  1909 

Discharged 

Died 

Remaining  in  Hospital  December  31st,  1909  ... 


4 

4 


3 


76 

76 
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rAoTORies,  wonksHOPS,  wokkPLAoes  &  homework. 


Annual  Report  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  1909,  for  the 
Urban  District  of  Weston-super-Mare. 

1.— INSPECTION. 


Including  Inspections  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 


Premises. 

Number  of 

Inspections. 

Written 

Notices. 

Prosecutions. 

Factories... 

(Including  Factory  Laun¬ 
dries). 

5 

Nil 

Nil 

Workshops 

(Including  Workshop 
Laundries). 

98 

73 

Workplaces 

(Other  than  Outworkers’ 
premises  included  in  Part  3 
of  this  Report). 

13 

2 

Total 

116 

75 

2.— DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Particulars. 

Number  of  Defects. 

Number  of 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector. 

Prosecu¬ 

tions. 

Nuisances  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts  : — 

Want  of  Cleanliness  ... 

3 

3 

Nil 

Nil 

Want  of  Ventilation... 

2 

2 

9  9 

Overcrowding... 

3 

3 

9  9 

9  9 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

2 

2 

9  9 

9  9 

Other  Nuisances 

26 

26 

99 

9  9 

Sanitary  Accommodation — 
Insufficient  ... 

o 

2 

9  9 

9  9 

Unsuitable  or  defective 

2 

2 

9  9 

99 

Not  separate  for  sexes 

1 

1 

9  9 

99 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act  : — 

Illegal  occupation  of  under¬ 
ground  bakehouse  (S.  101) 

Nil. 

Nil. 

99 

9  9 

Breach  of  special  sanitary  re¬ 
quirements  for  bakehouses 
(SS.  97  to  100),  including 
half-yearly  notices  requir¬ 
ing  limewashing 

71 

71 

9  9 

9  9 

Other  offences  . 

2 

2 

9  9 

(Excluding  offences  relating 
to  outwork  which  are  in¬ 
cluded  in  Part  3  of  this 
Report). 

Total  ...  ...  ... 

114 

114 

9  9 

99 

18 


3.— NOME  WORK. 


Nature  of  Work. 

Lists 
received 
from  Em¬ 
ployers 
twice  in  a 
year. 

Addresses  of  Out- 
1  workers  to  other 
Councils. 

Notices  served  on 

Occupiers  as  to 
keeping  or  send¬ 
ing  lists. 

Inspections  of 

Outworkers’ 

Premises. 

Outwork  in  in¬ 

fected  Premises. 
Instances. 

Lists. 

Out- 

w’kers. 

Wearing  Apparel— 

(1)  Making,  &c.  . 

18 

100 

2 

16 

35 

Nil. 

Furniture  &  Upholstery 

1 

Total  ... 

18 

101 

2 

16 

35 

4.— REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 


Workshops  on  the  Register  (8.131)  at  the  end  of  the 

Number. 

year. 

Bakehouses 

35 

Other  Trades  . 

61 

Total  number  of  Workshops  on  Register  ... 

96 

5.— OTHER  MATTERS. 


Class. 

Number. 

Matters  notified  to  H.M. 

Inspector  of 

Factories  : — 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and 

Workshop  Act  (S.  133) 

.  ...  ... 

4 

Action  taken  in  matters  re- 

Notified  by 

ferred  by  H.M.  Inspec- 

H.M,  Inspec- 

tor  as  remediable  under 

tor 

1 

the  Public  Health  Acts, 

Reports  (of 

but  not  under  the  Fac- 

action  taken) 

tory  &  Workshop  Act 

sent  to  H.M. 

(S.  5) 

Inspector. 

1 

Other  ... 

.  •  •  •  ... 

Nil. 

Underground  Bakehouses  (S.  101)  : — 

9  9 

Certificates  granted  during  the  year 

9  9 

In  use  at  the  end  of  the  year 

...  ... 

9  9 

Feb.  9th,  1910.  CHARLES  VERNON  HITCHINS, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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The  Urban  District  Council  of  Weston-super-Mare 


Climatological  Observations  in 

1909. 


I  append  the  Annual  Climatological  Report  lor  1909. 


The  observations  below  are  recorded  by  Mr.  F.  Aliens  at  the  Town  Hall. 


The  usual  reports  were  forwarded  to  the  Royal  Meteorological 
Society  during  the  year.  Weekly  and  daily  reports  were  also  supplied 
to  the  local  press,  and  telegrams  sent  daily,  reporting  sunshine,  rain¬ 
fall  and  any  special  phenomena,  to  the  London  Newspaper  Weather 
Bureau,  and  several  evening  and  daily  papers  published  in  the  principal 
towns,  the  cost  of  which  was  defrayed  by  the  Town  Advertising  Com¬ 
mittee. 

The  highest  observed  reading  of  the  barometer  during  the  year  was 
30.81  inches  on  the  6th  September,  at  9  a.m.  ;  whilst  the  lowest  was 
28.74,  on  the  4th  December,  taken  at  the  same  hour. 

The  highest  temperature  registered  in  the  Stephenson  screen  during 
the  year  was  81.9  degrees,  on  9th  August.  The  lowest  was  16.5 
degrees,  on  5th  March. 

The  highest  reading  of  the  blackened  bulb  thermometer  in  vacuo 
was  134.9  degrees  on  21st  May  ;  whilst  the  bright  bulb  registered  102.2 
degrees,  on  21st  May.  The  greatest  difference  between  the  maximum 
indications,  upon  the  same  day,  of  the  bright  and  black  bulb  thermo¬ 
meters  in  vacuo  was  32.7  degrees,  on  21st  May.  The  lowest  tempera¬ 
ture  registered  over  short  grass,  by  a  sensitive  terrestrial  radiation 
minimum  thermometer,  was  12.9  degrees,  on  5th  March.  The  day  of 
the  highest  mean  temperature  of  the  air  was  9th  August,  and  the  value 
for  that  day  was  69.5  degrees.  The  day  of  the  lowest  mean  tempera¬ 
ture  was  4th  March,  when  26.5  degrees  were  registered.  The  greatest 
range  of  temperature  in  the  screen  upon  any  one  day  was  29.1  degrees, 
which  reading  was  on  21st  May.  The  least  range  was  0.6  degrees,  on 
11th  December. 

The  average  relative  humidity  of  the  air,  taken  at  9  a.m.,  was  77  per 
cent.,  and  complete  saturation  occurred  on  very  few  occasions. 

The  greatest  duration  of  bright  sunshine,  per  Campbell-Stokes 
recorder,  upon  any  one  day,  was  14.0  hours,  on  29th  May  and  28th 
July.  The  total  amount  of  bright  sunshine  for  the  year  was  1717.3 
hours,  as  compared  with  1630.3  hours  in  1908. 

The  heaviest  fall  of  rain  in  any  one  “rainfall  day” — i.e.  24  hours, 
ending  at  9  a.m.  next  day — was  1.47  inches,  on  28th  September  ;  whilst 
the  total  amount  of  rainfall  for  the  year  was  29.39  inches.  This  amount 
is  1.05  inches  above  the  average  for  the  past  ten  years,  which  is  28.34 
inches  ;  and  rain  fell  on  162  days  during  the  year. 

The  mean  temperature  for  the  year  was  50  degrees. 
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MONTHLY  RESULTS  OF  CLIMATOLOGICAL  OBSERVATIONS 
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CHAS.  VERNON  mTQWmS,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Sanitary  Inspector’s 
Annual  Report 
for  1909. 


To  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 

Urban  District  Council  of 
weston-s  uper-Ma  re. 

GENTIvEMEN, 

It  gives  me  very  great  pleasure  to  submit  to 
you  my  Ninth  Annual  Report  upon  the  work 
done  in  my  department. 

In  reviewing  the  Sanitary  Work  accomplished 
during  the  past  year,  it  is  once  more  pleasing  to 
note  how  very  little  real  opposition  has  been  met 
with,  although  naturally  one  has  to  encounter 
more  or  less  unwillingness  on  the  part  of  property 
owners  and  others  who  might  occasionally  form  a 
barrier,  as  it  were,  in  the  way  of  progress  and 
reform,  especially  when  one  is  striving  to  get 
uniformity  of  work  and  procedure,  and  strenuously 
endeavouring  to  keep  things  up  to  a  rational 
ideal. 

I  cannot  help  thinking  that  the  people  of  Weston- 
super-Mare  are  still  most  anxious  to  keep  the 
town  to  the  fore  in  sanitary  matters,  which  pro- 
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bably  accounts  for  the  hearty  co-operation  and 
the  favourable  attitude  which  they  adopt  towards 
my  efforts.  Whilst  the  presence  of  the  various 
bye-laws  and  other  enactments,  needless  to  say, 
strengthens  my  hands  immensely,  I  find  that 
persuasion  of  the  right  sort  is  more  palatable  to 
most  people,  especially  in  a  small  town  like  ours, 
and  enables  one  to  succeed  in  getting  much  work 
done  by  persistent  persuasion,  and  by  the  exercise 
of  diplomacy  and  tact,  more  particularly  owing  to 
the  different  interpretations  given  to  the  terms 
and  expressions  contained  in  these  enactments 
and  the  many  side  lights  which  are  thrown  upon 
details  met  with  in  practice,  the  extent  of  which 
can  only  be  fully  realised  by  those  responsible  for 
the  administration  of  Public  Health  Haw. 

Notices  and  Letters. —  The  number  of 
written  notices  sent  with  respect  to  the  abatement 
of  nuisances  is  847,  which  is  a  considerable  increase 
compared  with  the  previous  year,  mainly  owing  to 
the  increased  activities  in  systematic  inspection, 
including  the  drainage  works  which  have  been  in 
progress  in  the  Milton  district,  whilst  no  less  than 
249  verbal  intimations  were  given. 

Complaints. — The  total  number  of  written 
and  verbal  complaints  investigated  is  179,  but  it 
was  again  found,  on  investigation,  that  many  of 
these  did  not  come  within  the  scope  of  Sanitary 
law. 
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In  the  summer  time,  one  frequently  gets  com¬ 
plaints  in  connection  with  the  fly  nuisance,  and 
the  cause  of  the  same  is  as  a  rule  not  very  far  to 
seek — either  manure  or  a  heap  of  rubbish  providing 
a  suitable  breeding-ground.  The  number  of  com¬ 
plaints  during  the  year  attributed  to  coal  gas  was 
only  3. 

One  peculiarity  of  WCvSton-super-Mare  is  that 
the  corrosion  which  takes  place  in  w.c.  traps  is 
not  infrequently  the  cause  of  numerous  complaints 
of  bad  smells,  but  the  complainants  neither 
suspect  nor  do  they  readily  believe  on  being  told 
that  such  an  innocent-looking  precipitate  is  the 
real  origin  of  the  offensive  gases  given  off.  The 
remedy  here  is  an  obvious  one — namely,  to  keep 
the  trap  as  well  as  the  pan  clear  of  any  semblance 
of  sediment. 

Almost  every  house  is  provided  with  a  tank  for 
the  storage  of  rain-water,  in  order  to  avoid  using 
hard  water  from  the  service  pipe  for  ablution  and 
laundry  purposes.  The  cleansing  of  these  tanks 
is  a  matter  that  is  frequentty  neglected  until  such 
times  as  the  water  becomes  offensive.  Strange  to 
say,  in  a  number  of  instances  many  complaints 
are  received — even  after  the  tanks  have  been 
cleaned,  perhaps  two  or  three  times  during  the 
year,  and  in  some  cases  even  lime- washed — of  a 
very  offensive  odour  given  off  by  the  disturbed 
water,  which  naturally  more  than  suggests  to  the 
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lay  mind  (especially  if  the  storage  is  beneath  the 
ground  level)  that  sewage  is  the  vSource  of  the  con¬ 
tamination.  This  foul  odour  (sulphuretted  hydro¬ 
gen),  and  sometimes  a  reddish  pow^der  or  coloura¬ 
tion,  appear  to  be  due  to  a  low  form  of  life — a 
species  of  Crenothrix — growing  in  the  tanks  ;  but 
by  mixing  about  one  part  of  ‘ '  Chloros  ' '  in 
from  8,000  to  10,000  parts  of  water,  excellent 
results  are  obtained  ;  the  one  treatment  sufficing 
to  render  the  water  innocuous  for  many  months. 

Improvements  to  House  Drainage. — 
A  vast  amount  of  time  has  again  been  taken  up 
in  carrying  into  effect  various  improvements  in 
house  drainage,  and  no  less  than  119  old  houses 
have  been  provided  with  new  drainage,  properly 
trapped,  ventilated,  and  made  water- and  smoke- 
tight.  It  may  be  of  interest  to  some  if  I  briefly 
recapitulate  our  requirements  in  this  direction. 

Every  new  drain  is  subjected  to  the  water  test 
at  least  twice — once  before  it  is  covered  over,  and 
once  at  the  completion  of  the  work.  The  drain  is 
also  made  accessible  at  the  intercepting  syphon 
(Winser  pattern)  by  means  of  an  inspection 
chamber,  provided  with  iron  cover  and  frame, 
and  also,  in  the  majority  of  instances,  throughout 
its  length.  The  inspection  covers  are  rendered 
gas-tight  in  the  usual  way,  by  means  of  tallow  or 
other  suitable  composition  placed  in  the  grooves 
provided,  and  are  subjected,  along  with  the  re- 
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mainder  of  the  fittings,  to  the  smoke-test,  after 
the  drains  have  been  tested  finally  with  water. 
Although  the  newest  and  latest  pattern  mica 
valve  is  in  general  use  in  the  district,  it  is  im¬ 
possible  to  ignore  the  weakness  of  this  class  of 
fitting,  particularly  if  it  has  to  be  fixed  near  a 
doorway  or  window,  whilst  the  fixing  of  the  cheaper 
variety  is  intolerable  in  such  situations.  In  many 
cases  tall  shafts  are  substituted  for  these. 

Drainage  of  New  Buildings.  —  The 
drains  and  sanitary  fittings  of  134  new  buildings 
have  been  inspected  and  subjected  to  the  usual 
tests — water  and  smoke — and  duly  certified  to 
the  Town  Surveyor  as  being  in  compliance  with 
the  plans  approved  by  the  Council  and  the  bye¬ 
laws  and  regulations  in  respect  thereto. 

The  number  of  separate  water  tests  applied  to 
the  drains  of  new  buildings  alone  is  664,  whilst  the 
number  of  smoke-tests  for  the  same  buildings  is 
134- 

House-to-house  Inspection.  — Again, 
as  time  permitted,  a  house-to-house  inspection  has 
been  continued,  and  264  premises  were  inspected. 
The  smaller  class  of  property  and  the  more 
crowded  areas  received  most  attention,  whilst  a 
number  of  houses  of  the  better  class  were  also 
inspected. 

In  the  latter  ease,  the  state  of  the  ashpits,  &c., 
was  particularly  noted,  and,  as  a  result,  galvanized 
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iron  movable  dust-bins  have  now  replaced  all  the 
wooden  boxes  and  brick  bins,  &c. 

In  connection  with  cottage  property,  the  de¬ 
fective  conditions  of  the  yard  paving,  want  of  new 
w.c/s,  and  flushing  cisterns,  and  the  defective 
state  of  the  drains,  were  mainly  the  points  that 
required  attention,  although  in  ten  cases  over¬ 
crowding  was  discovered,  whilst  another  house 
was  found  to  be  verminous. 

Infectious  Diseases  and  Disinfect 
tion. — On  receipt  of  information  from  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health,  each  case  of  infectious 
disease  was  closely  investigated,  with  a  view  of 
ascertaining  if  possible  its  origin.  These  enquiries 
entailed  the  despatch  of  84  school  notices  in 
connection  with  the  attendance  of  scholars  from 
infected  houses.  The  number  of  rooms  disinfected 
during  the  year  was  174,  but  a  portion  of  these 
were  fumigated  after  phthisis,  cancer,  measles, 
chicken-pox,  &c.  ;  whilst  infected  bedding,  &c., 
was  removed  from  88  premises  (including  that 
which  was  required  to  be  done  in  connection  with 
non-notifiable  diseases)  for  disinfection  by  steam. 
The  steam  disinfector  again  proved  to  be  most 
valuable,  for  no  less  than  3,848  articles  were  passed 
through  it. 

The  ' ' Alformant' '  and  '  Hlydralformant' '  lamps 
are  still  used  as  a  means  of  converting  the  formalin 
tablets  into  formaldehyde  vapour.  In  special 
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cases,  spraying  of  all  surfaces  has  been  effected 
after  the  removal  of  bedding,  &c.,  when  either 
formalin  or  perchloride  of  mercury  solution  was 
the  liquid  used. 

School  premises  were  fumigated  and  sprayed  on 
four  different  occasions,  with  apparently  good 
results. 

Disinfecting  fluid,  powder,  and  soap  were  again 
given  gratuitously  in  necessitous  cases,  and  every 
effort  was  made  to  assist  the  district  nurses  who 
are  doing  such  excellent  work  among  the  poor. 

Slaughter-Houses.  —  The  public  and 
private  slaughter-houses  have  been  frequently 
visited  during  times  of  slaughtering,  and  the  fact 
that  eight  of  the  nine  private  slaughter-houses  in 
the  district  are  situated  within  the  same  enclosure 
as  the  public  abattoir,  together  with  the  possession 
of  a  “master  key,“  renders  it  possible  for  me  to 
have  access  at  any  time  to  these  premises.  Com¬ 
bining  this  with  the  vigilance  of  your  resident 
superintendent  (Mr.  W.  Warner),  it  is  practically 
impossible  for  any  diseased  meat  to  pass  un¬ 
noticed  through  the  slaughter-houses  in  Drove 
Road.  Moreover,  the  class  of  animal  killed  in  the 
Weston-super-Mare  slaughter-houses  is  of  an  un¬ 
usually  high  order,  and  it  is  therefore  only  rarely 
that  a  badly  diseased  or  generalised  tuberculous 
carcase  is  found.  Several  purveyors  of  meat 
within  the  district,  unfortunately,  do  their 
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slaughtering  and  dressing  outside  the  district, 
and  it  is  to  be  deplored  that  your  Council  are  not 
specially  empowered  to  send  your  officer  or 
officers  on  surprise  visits  to  these  slaughter-houses. 

The  structural  condition  of  the  public  and 
private  slaughter-houses  owned  by  your  Council, 
together  with  the  lack  of  accommodation  and  the 
primitive  arrangements  existing,  which  have  been 
reported  repeatedly  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  and  myself,  leave  much  to  be  desired. 
The  absence  of  any  pretence  of  “cooling*'  or 
hanging  rooms,  especially  in  connection  with  the 
public  abattoir,  which  is  used  by  so  many  butchers, 
is  only  one  of  the  many  omissions  which  should 
receive  your  attention. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  animals 
killed  and  dressed  at  the  public  slaughter-house 


during  the 

past  year. 

compared 

with  the  list 

for  1908  : — 

1908. 

1909. 

Number 

of  Pigs 

.  •  3,870 

3>939 

f } 

,,  Sheep 

•  2,370 

2,634 

y  y 

,,  Calves 

433 

493 

y  y 

,,  Oxen 

304 

355 

This  shows  a  decided  increase  over  the  number 
killed  during  the  previous  year,  and,  as  far  as  the 
adjoining  private  slaughter-houses  are  concerned, 
it  might  safely  be  said  that  approximately  double 
the  number  of  sheep,  calves  and  oxen  were  killed 
in  them. 
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Unsound  Meat  and  other  Foods. 


In 


one  shop  only  in  the  town  was  unsound  meat 
seized  during  the  year,  when  32  pieces  were  found 
in  varying  stages  of  decomposition,  in  the  month 
of  October,  and  having  the  following  weight  : — 
21  pieces  of  mutton  weighing  50 J  pounds,  and  ii 
pieces  of  beef  weighing  66|  pounds.  It  being  his 
first  offence,  the  vendor  was  officially  warned  by 
your  Council  as  to  the  seriousness  of  the  offence, 
&c.,  and  this  lesson  will,  I  venture  to  think, 
have  the  desired  effect  of  making  him  more  careful 
in  the  future. 

In  cases  where  carcases  and  meat  were  destroyed 
other  than  above,  it  was  the  result  of  either  the 
superintendent  observing  some  abnormality,  or  his 
attention  being  drawn  to  it  by  the  butcher,  which 
invariably  lead  to  the  seizure  ;  and  it  is  only  fair 
to  add  that  the  butchers,  without  exception, 
render  every  assistance  possible  in  these  cases, 
making  no  attempt  to  hide  anything,  and  readily 
surrender  that  part  which  is  required  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  or  myself. 

Particulars  of  the  diseased  and  unsound  meat 
during  the  year  are  tabulated  as  follows  : — 

Tuberculous  Meat. 

I  complete  carcase  of  an  ox  3  .  ,  ^ , 

,  ^  r  •  including  offal. 

4  complete  carcases  of  pigs  J 

(405lbs.  of  pork.) 

899  pounds  of  beef. 
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Other  Diseases,  including  Deaths  in  Pens 

and  Unsound  Meat. 

4  carcases  of  sheep  "j  .  ,  , 

.  .  including  onal. 

2  carcases  of  pigs  J 

(2iolbs.  of  pork.) 

66|  pounds  of  beef. 

5oi  pounds  of  mutton. 

20  hinges  (liver,  lights,  and  heart.) 

1 6  livers. 


Factories  and  Workshops,  —  The  re¬ 
quired  register  of  workshops  is  kept,  and  the 
official  tabulated  statement  required  by  the  Secre¬ 
tary  of  State  is  included  in  the  report  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health.  The  premises  were 
periodically  inspected,  and  in  several  instances 
improvements  were  insisted  upon  in  connection 
with  ventilation  and  cleansing  of  workrooms, 
sanitary  conveniences,  and  drainage  arrangements. 

In  connection  with  the  35  bakehouses  (Work¬ 
shops)  in  the  town,  the  usual  half-yearly  informal 
notices  were  served  on  the  occupiers,  and  the  lime¬ 
washing  required  was  duly  carried  out. 

The  number  of  Outworkers — i.e.,  the  number  of 
people  who  take  certain  work  home  to  finish  for 
trades-people,  as  contained  in  the  18  lists  received 
(9  in  February,  and  9  in  August) — is  loi,  but  as 
many  of  these  worked  for  more  than  one  employer, 
the  actual  number  of  Outworkers  was  only  40, 
and  they  resided  in  35  premises.  In  a  few  in- 
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stances  some  improvements  were  required  in 
connection  with  these  premises,  but  generally 
speaking  their  houses  were  found  clean  and  tidy. 
Not  a  single  case  of  notifiable  infectious  disease 
occurred  in  any  of  the  Outworkers’  premises. 

Dairies,  Cow -'Sheds  and  Milk -'Shops. 

— -There  are  6  Cow-sheds  and  42  Milk-shops  (in¬ 
cluding  Milk-sellers  residing  without  the  district) 
on  the  register,  and  all  the  premises  which  are 
situated  within  the  district  have  been  periodically 
inspected. 

Generally  speaking,  the  milk-shops  are  all  that 
can  be  desired,  with  regard  to  both  cleanliness  of 
utensils  and  premises,  but  I  find  it  is  difficult, 
however,  for  some — especially  cow-keepers — to 
realise  the  importance  of  cleanly  habits  in  con¬ 
nection  with  milk  supply.  The  absence  of  proper 
daily  grooming  of  the  cows,  the  want  of  a  thorough 
cleansing  of  the  cow’s  teats,  strict  attention  to  the 
provision  of  a  fly  excluder  on  milk  vessels  in  shops, 
and  shortcomings  on  the  part  of  the  milker, 
render  the  daily  sterilisation  of  milk,  before  use,  a 
matter  of  importance.  If  the  farmers  were 
obliged  by  law  to  provide  milk  free  from  con¬ 
tamination  of  all  kinds,  and  all  milk-sellers, 
dairymen,  and  cow-keepers  were  compelled  to 
have  a  licence,  the  efforts  of  Health  Officers  would 
be  rendered  more  effective  in  connection  with  the 
maintenance  of  the  purity  of  this  all-important 
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commodity.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  much- 
desired  amendment  in  the  present  law  will  shortly 
take  place, and  the  existing  anomalies  then  abolished 

Common  Lodging  -  Houses. — The  number 
of  Common  Lodging  Houses  on  the  register  is  5, 
which  is  the  same  as  in  the  previous  year. 

One  person  applied  for  registration  as  a  keeper 
of  a  common  lodging  house,  but  was  refused, 
owing  to  the  premises  being  unsuitable,  or  at  any 
rate  until  such  time  as  certain  structural  altera¬ 
tions  are  carried  out. 

The  whole  of  these  houses  are  situated  in  Union 
Street,  and  are  registered  to  give  accommodation 
to  78  persons.  It  is  gratifying  to  state  that  the 
common  lodging-houses,  on  the  whole,  have  been 
well  conducted,  there  having  been  no  breach  of 
the  bye-laws  regulating  them  ;  but  as  the  buildings 
consist  of  ordinary  cottages,  it  is  obvious  that 
nothing  short  of  reconstruction  could  possibly 
render  them  up-to-date  and  thoroughly  sanitary. 
The  many  extensive  alterations  effected  in  former 
years  to  the  drains  and  sanitary  fittings,  as  well  as 
to  the  ventilation  of  the  rooms  and  the  paving  of 
yards,  &c.,  has  left  no  room  for  further  improve¬ 
ments  in  that  direction  during  the  past  year. 

It  is  once  more  pleasing  to  record  that  no  case 
of  infectious  disease  occurred  in  the  common 
lodging-houses. 

The  usual  half-yearly  intimation  notices  were 
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served  upon  the  registered  keepers  to  cleanse  and 
lime-wash  their  premises,  and  these  were  duly 
complied  with. 

Houses  Let  in  Lodgings.  —  In  1908  I  had 
occasion  to  give  special  reports  in  connection  with 
the  growing  practice  of  evading  the  enactments  in 
force  in  connection  with  Common  Lodging  Houses, 
when  a  number  of  houses  were  shown  to  be  let 
'‘furnished,”  as  one,  and  sometimes  two-roomed 
tenements,  to  persons  of  the  poorer  classes,  who  are 
not  only  obliged  to  live  and  sleep,  but  have  also  to 
nurse  their  sick  in  one  and  the  same  room. 

In  order  to  bring  such  premises  under  control, 
it  was  deemed  advisable  to  approach  the  Local 
Government  Board,  with  a  view  of  adopting  suit¬ 
able  bye-laws  to  deal  with  such  cases,  but  without 
in  any  way  bringing  about  undue  interference  with 
ordinary  legitimate  letting  of  lodgings  among 
better-class  people  ;  but  the  refusal  for  the  time 
being  by  the  above  authority  to  sanction  their 
adoption  has  prevented  the  registration  of  premises 
under  this  head. 

Schools  &c. — The  remodelling  of  the  drain¬ 
age  arrangements  in  connection  with  one  of  the 
Elementary  Schools  in  the  town  was  carried  out 
during  the  Summer  holiday,  and  a  number  of 
improvements  have  also  been  effected  with  private 
schools  in  the  town,  including  new  drains  through¬ 
out  in  one  case. 
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It  is  only  necessary  to  point  out  the  advisability 
of  an  improvement  in  the  sanitary  arrangements  of 
a  school,  to  have  absolutely  up-to-date  fittings 
immediately  adopted,  as  well  as  the  periodical 
re-testing  of  the  drains  and  fittings  effected — the 
Principals  being  at  all  times  particularly  keen  in 
the  question  of  the  sanitation  of  their  premises. 
The  offensive  trough-closet  system  has  been  of 
late  years  replaced  with  the  much  more  sanitary 
wash-down  pedestal  closet,  and,  indeed,  in  some 
cases,  the  proprietors  of  some  of  the  larger  private 
Scholastic  Establishments  have  even  adopted 
separate  syphonic  flushing  cisterns  to  each  w.c., 
and  in  other  ways  are  doing  all  they  can  to  keep 
a  healthy  and  hygienic  environment  for  their 
scholars,  who  come  to  this  town  from  far  and  near. 

Milton  District.  —  The  completion  of  the 
principal  part  of  the  new  sewerage  scheme  for 
Milton  in  the  summer  of  igo8  has  naturally  resulted 
in  much  time  and  energy  being  taken  up  in  getting 
all  possible  houses  connected  to  the  system. 

Already  92  premises  are  provided  with  new  and 
water-tight  drains,  &c.,  and  with  pedestal  closets 
and  syphonic  flushing  cisterns  complete,  and  are 
properly  connected  with  the  public  sewers.  As  only 
26  houses  had  been  done  at  the  end  of  1908,  no 
less  than  66  premises  were  drained  in  this  district 
during  the  year,  whilst  the  drains  of  36  additional 
houses  are  at  present  well  in  hand. 
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This,  I  venture  to  think,  shows  very  satisfactory 
progress.  The  thorough  abolishment  of  the  old 
privy  middens  and  cesspools  in  connection  with 
the  above  has  already  visibly  effected  a  marked 
improvement  in  the  place,  and  as  the  air  sur¬ 
rounding  the  houses  is  no  longer  strongly  polluted 
with  almost  intolerable  putrefactive  gases,  this 
ought  to  produce  a  decidedly  healthier  community. 

The  extension  of  the  present  system  of  the 
collection  of  the  house  refuse  to  all  the  houses  in 
Milton  will,  if  adopted,  be  a  further  boon  to  that 
district. 

Closing  of  Houses  Unfit  for  Habita* 
tion.  —  Three  houses  were  inspected,  and  a 
detailed  report  in  each  case  given  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  and  Sanitary  Committee,  with  a 
view  of  a  Closing  Order  being  obtained.  The 
owners,  however,  agreed  to  close  them  until  they 
are  rendered  fit  for  habitation  by  reconstruction. 

Legal  Proceedings. — It  is  again  a  note¬ 
worthy  fact  that  I  am  able  to  record  the  absence 
of  the  necessity  of  instituting  legal  proceedings  in 
order  to  secure  the  abatement  of  nuisance,  &c., 
during  the  year,  although  a  large  amount  of  w^ork 
was  accomplished  with  general  uniformity  of 
requirement. 

In  some  cases,  however,  pressure  had  to  be 
brought  to  bear,  in  order  to  obtain  compliance 
with  the  notices,  &c.,  served. 
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Concluding  Remarks. — Once  more  I 
would  like  to  mention  that  I  have  received  valuable 
help  from  my  assistant  (Mr.  J.  Warren,  Certificated 
Sanitary  Inspector),  who  has  continued  to  perform 
his  duties  in  a  very  satisfactory  manner  ;  and, 
needless  to  say,  without  such  able  assistance,  it 
would  have  been  impossible  for  me  to  have  carried 
out  so  much  work,  and  also  to  have  supervised  it 
properly. 

Once  more  I  gladly  avail  myself  of  this  oppor¬ 
tunity  of  expressing  my  heartiest  thanks  to  the 
Chairmen  of  the  Council  and  Sanitary  Committee, 
and  to  the  members  of  the  Council  generally,  for 
the  continued  unanimous  support  and  considera¬ 
tion  extended  to  me,  which  is  indeed,  to  say  the 
least,  very  encouraging. 

I  should  like  also  to  extend  my  thanks  to  the 
'  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  other  officers  of  the 
Council,  who  have  at  all  times  cordially  continued 
their  co-operation  and  assistance. 

I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

THOMAS  JONES, 

Holder  of  the  following  Diplomas  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  : 

Sanitary  Inspector  s  Qualifying  Certificate ;  Inspector 
of  Meat  and  other  Foods;  and  Sanitary  Science  as 
applied  to  Buildings  and  Public  Works.  Honoursman 
in  Practical  and  Theoretical  Hygiene^  South  Kensing¬ 
ton  ;  and  holder  of  First-Class  Advanced  Certificates 
granted  by  the  Board  of  Secondary  Education  in  Building 
Construction,  Chemistry,  Physiology  etc.,  etc.,  and  City 
and  Guilds  Plumbing. 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


February  2nd,  1910, 
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Summary  of  Sanitary  Work 

done  during  the  year. 


Houses  and  Premises  inspected  -----  858 

Complaints  investigated  -  -  -  -  -  -179 

Complaints  referred  to  the  Surveyor  -  -  -  10 

Complaints  investigated  where  Coal  Gas  was  found  to 

be  the  contaminating  source  -  _  _  _  3 

Houses  systematically  inspected  _  _  -  _  264 

Refreshment  Houses,  Hotels  and  Provision  Shops  in¬ 
spected 

Schools,  Public  Buildings  and  Institutions  inspected  -  16 

Written  Notices  and  Letters  sent  with  respect  to  the 

abatement  of  Nuisances  &c.  _  -  _  »  857 

Verbal  Notices  given  ______  249 

Number  of  Houses  (old)  provided  with  new  drains,  pro¬ 
perly  intercepted,  ventilated  and  made  smoke-  and 
water-tight  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -119 

Drains  cleared  and  cleansed  or  repaired  -  -  -  99 

Soil  pipes  removed  to  outside,  or  repaired  and  properly 

ventilated  --------  SS 

Number  of  old  Pan  Container  Closets  removed  -  -  2 

Cesspools  and  Privies  abolished  -----  52 

New  W.C.  Pans  provided  and  fixed  of  the  “  wash¬ 
down  ”  type  (principally  pedestal  closets)  -  -  159 

Water  Closets  cleansed  and  repaired  -  -  -  -  32 

W.C.’s  without  a  sufficient  external  ventilation  and 

lighting,  improved,  or  abolished  and  reconstructed  32 

New  Flushing  Cistern  supplied  to  water  closets  -  -  150 
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Glazed  Stoneware  Sinks  provided  and  fixed  with  pro¬ 
perly  trapped  lead  waste  pipes  -  -  -  -  124 

Bath  and  Lavatory  Waste  Pipes  trapped  -  -  -  54 

Number  of  rain-water  Down  Pipes  and  Waste  Pipes 

disconnected  from  drains  .  -  33 

Rain-water  underground  Storage  Tanks  cleansed,  and 

Overflows  disconnected  from  drains  or  examined  -  34 

Urinals  reconstructed  or  repaired,  and  with  proper 

Flushing  Cisterns  provided  -----  2 

Yards  repaved  or  repaired  ------  56 

Sanitary  Dustbins  provided  and  Ash-Pits  abolished  -  65 

Defective  House  Roofs,  Walls,  Floors  and  Gutterings 

repaired  ........  22 

Number  of  Cesspools  cleared  and  cleansed  by  own  men  420 

Rooms  fumigated,  and  disinfected  after  illness  of  in¬ 
fectious  character  -  -  -  -  -  -174 

Number  of  premises  from  which  Infectious  Articles 

were  removed  for  disinfection  by  steam  -  -  88 

Total  number  of  Articles  disinfected  by  steam  at  your 

Disinfection  Station  ------  3848 

Number  of  School  Notices  sent  in  connection  with  the 

attendance  of  scholars  from  infected  houses  -  -  84 

Number  of  Lime  Brushes  lent  to  cottagers  -  -  189 

Waste  of  Water  discovered  and  Fittings  repaired  -  9 

Rooms  and  Premises  cleansed  and  lime-washed  -  -  135 

Nuisances  from  Overcrowding  abated  -  -  -  12 

Nuisances  from  Overcrowded  Work-Rooms  abated  -  3 

Stagnant  Water  removed,  and  Ditches  and  Private 

Lanes  cleansed  -  -  -  -  -  -  -12 

Nuisances  arising  from  the  keeping  of  Animals  abated  10 

Accumulations  of  Manure  and  other  Refuse  removed  -  54 
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Defective  and  foul  Manure  Pits  abolished,  and  New 

Bins  provided  and  properly  drained  -  -  -  14 

Smoke  Nuisances  abated  ------  4 

Number  of  Sewer  Ventilating  Shafts  tested  with  Smoke  4 

Number  of  New  Sewer  lengths  tested  -  -  -  48 

Number  of  times  Water  Test  applied  to  New  or  Re¬ 
paired  Drains  belonging  to  old  houses  -  -  651 

Soil  Pipes,  Ventilating  Shafts  and  Drains  tested  with 

the  Smoke  Machine  ------  167 


Number  of  Water  Tests  applied  to  the  Drains  of  New 

Buildings  -  --  --  --  -  664 

Number  of  times  Smoke  Tests  applied  to  the  Drains 

and  sanitary  fittings  of  New  Buildings  -  -  134 


New  Buildings  and  Premises  inspected  for  which  plans 

had  been  approved  -  -  -  -  -  -152 


Number  of  New  Houses  certified  to  the  Surveyor  as 
having  the  drains  and  sanitary  fittings  in  compli¬ 
ance  with  the  building  bye-laws  -  -  -  - 


Periodically 

Inspected 


"  Licensed  Slaughter-houses 

Regstiered  Dairies,  Milk  -  Shops  and 
Cow-Sheds  _  -  -  - 

Registered  Work  -  Shops,  including 
Bake-Houses  -  -  -  - 

Registered  Common  Lodging-Houses 


134 

9 

48 

96 

5 


THOMAS  JONES, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 
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